GEORGE THE THIRD
unreasoned, I know that you will give me a patient hearing.
I am fully conscious of the shortcomings of this work; but the
canvas which was stretched out before me was a thickly
crowded one; and it has not always been easy to bring into
proper perspective the chief figures in the scene which it por-
trays. What I have tried to do is to make George III the dominant
figure; but at the same time I have been compelled to give
prominence to the many remarkable men who played opposite
to him during the fifty effective years of his reign; and only
critics can tell me how far I have succeeded in my purpose.
For long enough I wrestled with the problem of the * balance '
of the book: so much space was required to chronicle events
prior to 1784, for in that period the King was an active participant
in the political struggle; and consequently I have dealt with
the remaining thirty-six years in 131 pages—in other words
in 80 fewer pages than I have devoted to the earlier period.
There is something to be said for such an arrangement: after
1784 George III is to a certain extent overshadowed politically
by that remarkable young man, Mr William Pitt, who stands
forth as the champion of a new conception of Monarchy; and
after 1811 I had only the pathetic shadow of a King to deal with.
In self-defence [for the critics may read into my book something
which was never intended] I must state that George III is not
one of my heroes, and consequently I have no reason for wishing
to whitewash his character. The book is, what I hinted at earlier
in my letter to you, a patient protest against a school lesson,
which I find still being taught; and if I have succeeded in re-
adjusting the historical balances only in the smallest degree in
George Ill's favour then my work has not been altogether futile.
I lay no claim to scholarship : in another place I have endeavoured
to record the debt of gratitude which I owe to those fine scholars
who have given so much of their time and thought to eighteenth-
century history; and whatever virtue there may be in my book
is virtually a tribute to the achievements of those upon whose
works I have drawn so freely.
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